Effects of desoxycorticosterone pivalate administration on blood pressure in dogs with primary hypoadrenocorticism.
A study was designed to evaluate the effects of desoxycorticosterone pivalate (DOCP) on blood pressure in 8 dogs with primary hypoadrenocorticism, and to attempt to identify other factors that might suggest overdosage of the drug. In 4 dogs, primary hypoadrenocorticism had been diagnosed immediately before entry of the dog into the study, and the dogs had not received any mineralocorticoid supplementation. In the other 4 dogs, primary hypoadrenocorticism had been diagnosed 1 to 6 years previously, and dogs were being treated with DOCP at the time of entry into the study. In all 8 dogs, DOCP (2.2 mg/kg of body weight, IM) was administered on days 0, 30, 60, and 90 of the study; each dog was examined on days 0, 30, 60, 75, 90, and 105. At the time of each visit, a medical history was obtained, a complete physical examination and serum biochemical analyses were performed, and body weight and blood pressure were measured. Doppler-shift ultrasonic sphygmomanometry was used to indirectly record systemic systolic and diastolic pressures. None of the dogs developed hypernatremia or hypokalemia or any clinical signs suggestive of hypoadrenocorticism during the study. However, in 6 dogs (3 that had not been previously treated with mineralocorticoids and 3 that had been), there was a significant increase in body weight over the course of the study. Compared with baseline (day 0) arterial blood pressure, neither systolic nor diastolic blood pressure was significantly increased during the study, and all systolic and diastolic blood pressure measurements were within reference ranges at all evaluation times.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)